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HSA’s Vision and Mission

Vision: Santa Cruz County is a healthy, safe and thriving 
community for all. 

Mission: To promote and ensure a healthy community 
and environment by providing education, outreach and 

comprehensive health services in an inclusive and 
accessible manner.



HSA’s Strategic Plan Focus Areas 2020-2025
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Equity & Social Determinants of Health

80% of your health 
is determined by 
factors that happen 
outside a medical 
appointment



Countywide Data
Latino/x Population compared to Non-Latino/x 

population in Santa Cruz County



Latino/x Demographics County wide

Data Source: Datashare 

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935


Latino/x Demographics 
County wide

Data Source: Datashare 

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935


Photo Example

Income

Data Source: Datashare and Real Cost Measure Santa Cruz County

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/hgascon/viz/TheRealCostMeasureinCalifornia2023/RealCostDashboard?publish=yes


Photo Example

Health Metrics

Data Source: Datashare 

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935


Source: 2024 SC County 
Point In Time Count

2024 Point In 
Time Count



* State of California, Department of Public Health. (2024). California Vital Records Business Intelligence Systems (VRBIS), Death Query. Retrieved 06/2024

86%

77%
70%

9%
19%

22%

4% 3%
4%

1% 1%

1%

1%
2%

1%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2015-2017 2018-2020 2021-2023

Pe
rc

en
t o

f D
ea

th
s

Year Cluster

Opioid Overdose Deaths in Santa Cruz County by Race/Ethnicity, 2015-2023

White Hispanic or Latino Black Asian American Inidian Native Hawaiian



South County Data



South County Demographics
A closer look

Data Source: Datashare

Percent Population Change: 2020 to 2024:
-1.86%

South County Santa Cruz County
-1.89%

South County Region: 
Watsonville, Aptos Hills, La Selva Beach, Amesti, Corralitos, 
Interlaken, Pajaro Dunes, & Freedom

89,166
South County Santa Cruz County

265,735
Population: 

Education Levels 

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935


Comparison: A Closer Look 

Data Source: Datashare

https://www.datasharescc.org/?module=demographicdata&controller=index&action=index&id=287549&sectionId=


Comparison of Health and Wellness Indicators 

Data Source: Datashare

Health and Wellness 
Indicators South County Santa Cruz County

Uninsured Adults
(2022) 19.0% 6.8%

Children and Teens with 
Asthma

(2019-2020)
14.9% 7.0%

Adults with Diabetes (2022) 13.2% 9.4%
Adults with Poor Mental Health 

Days
(2022)

18.6% 16.9%

Children (2-11) who are 
overweight 
(2017-2018)

21.2% 19.8%

https://www.datasharescc.org/?module=indicators&controller=index&action=indicatorsearch&doSearch=1&showComparisons=1&l=287549


Photo Example

Education

Data Source: Datashare 

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935


Photo Example

Housing

South County has the lowest percent of 
homeownership (50.8%) and the highest 
home renter spending-to-income ratio

Data Source: Datashare 

https://www.datasharescc.org/demographicdata?id=287549&sectionId=935


2024 Point In Time Count

From 2023 to 
2024, 

Watsonville’s 
unsheltered 
population 

increased by 
60%



Photo Example

Current Opportunities

• Advocating for local policies that promote economic mobility & 
opportunity

• Advocating for increasing the inventory of very-low income housing, 
especially for South County and housing access for undocumented 
immigrants

• Advocating for increased flexible funding for culturally responsive 
healthcare services, especially for mental health and substance use 
services

• Monitoring the impacts of the Federal Administration and participating in 
efforts to support immigrants in our community.



Photo Example

What We Are Doing

Data & Reporting Evaluation & Process 
Improvement

Advocacy & 
Education

Community 
Collaboration



Photo Example

Resources
Santacruzcountyca.gov/sanctuary - This webpage contains key resources to 
support residents who are concerned about their ability to access critical health care 
or social safety net services to support their overall health, well-being, and ability to 
thrive.

Sanctuary

SusDerechos.info is a site designed to provide immigrant communities in the tri-
county region of Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz with reliable and up-to-date 
information about their rights in this country.

Home - susderechos.info

https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/Sanctuary.aspx
https://susderechos.info/en/


All the information provided in this 
presentation is publicly available 
through the DataShare platform. 

This central hub of information for Santa 
Cruz County has the most up-to-date 
data, dashboards, reports, and 
community wellbeing indicators. 

Visit: www.datasharescc.org



Questions?
Thank You
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