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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

“[I]n all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right...
to have the Assistance of Counsel for [their] defense.” U.S. Const, Amend. VI.

"[E]n todo proceso penal, el acusado gozará del derecho... a contar con la asistencia de 
un abogado para [su] defensa.“ U.S. Const, Amend. VI.

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/americangovernment/chapter/the-rights-of-suspects/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/






Mission

Vision

To courageously defend the accused. To demand 
equal justice for all. To empower our clients with 
inspired advocacy in the courtroom and 
community. We are on a mission to elevate public 
defense, one client at a time.

Defender valientemente al acusado. Exigir la 
igualdad de justicia para todos. Empoderar a 
nuestros clientes con una defensa inspirada en la 
sala del tribunal y la comunidad. Estamos en 
misión de elevar la defensa pública, un cliente a la 
vez. 

To lead the charge in transforming public defense 
to empower those we serve by honoring their 
experiences, amplifying their voices, and offering 
real solutions to the root causes of system 
involvement. 

Liderar la carga en la transformación de la defensa 
pública para empoderar a aquellos a quienes 
servimos honrando sus experiencias, amplificando 
sus voces y ofreciendo soluciones reales a las 
causas fundamentales de la participación del 
sistema. 

Misión

Visión



Commitment to 
Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion

Compromiso a la 
Diversidad, la 
Equidad y la 
Inclusión 

Director of Training, Equity & 
Development

Director de Capacitación, Equidad y 
Desarrollo 

Meaningful services, outreach, and 
presence throughout the County

Servicios significativos, alcance y 
presencia en todo el condado 

Policies and procedures to enhance 
DEI in our organization, services, 
and community

Pólizas y procedimientos para 
mejorar DEI en nuestra 
organización, servicios y comunidad 









Early Representation Works Upstream

to Avoid Downstream Consequences





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://theoldschoolpatriot.com/aiding-abetting-criminal-illegal-immigrants/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/














This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA

https://toshen.com/book-reading-now-5.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Heather Rogers | Public Defender

315 Main Street, Suite 204, Watsonville

420 May Ave, Santa Cruz

831-454-5301 / 619-985-2539 (cell)

Heather.Rogers@santacruzcountyca.gov

www.santacruzdefenders.us

#CruzDefender
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